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IS ENGLISH A MOST VERSATITE
LANGUAGE?

Is English one ofthe most versatile languages? Is it true that its most diverse and flexible

potential of communication and of rendering reality can be any of the following: funny,

hillarious, explicit or awkward, ambiguous, abused and/or misused?

Below are examples of caveats that invite any learner andlor user of English to be aware,

careful and to get knowledgeable enough to be able to take the right decisions!

Only the English could have invented this language !!

o Let's start with a box, and the plural is boxes, but the plural of ox becomes oxen, not

oxes!
o You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice, yet the plural of house is houses,

not hice!
o If the plural of man is always called men, then shouldn't the plural of pan be called

pen, or that of dam, dem? ... or if we have one goose, 2 geese; can we also have one

moose, 2 meese, or one index, 2 indices?
. If I speak of my foot and show you my feet, if I give you a boot, would a pair be called

beet?
o If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, why shouldn't the plural of booth be called

beeth? ... and if the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth, beeth?

o Then one may be that, and three would be those, yet hat in the plural would never be

hose, and the plural ofcat is cats ands not cose!

o We speak of a brother and also of brethren, but though we say motther, we never say

methren; then, if a father could be a PoP, how come that a mother isn't a mop?!
o The masculine pronouns are he, his and him, but imagine the feminine: she, shis and

shim!
. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in

pineapple.
o Mind you: English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France.

o Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads (which aren't sweet) are meat.

. Why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are

invisible.
r Is not true that in English your house can burn up as it burns down, that... you fill in

a form by filling it out and that an alarm goes off by going on?

o We take English for granted, but if we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand

can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor

is it a pig.
. Why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers

don't ham?
. Is it not strange that in English people recite at aplay and play at arecital? ... and does

it seem normal to be able to make amends but not one amend?
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Now, here is a two-letter word that perhaps has more meanings than any
other two-letter word; this is 'UP':

o It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we

awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP?
o At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?
. Why do we speak UP and why are the officers UP for election and why is it UP to the

secretary to write UP a report?
o We call UP our friends... and we use it to brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver; we

warrn UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen'
o We lock UP the house and some guys fix UP the old car.

o At other times, the little word has real special meaning. People stir UP trouble, line UP

for tickets, work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses.

o To be dressed is one thing, but to be dressed UP is special.

o A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP.
o We open UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at night. We seem to be preffy

mixed UP about UP !

o To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look UP the word UP in the diction-

ary. In a desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost a quarter of the page and can add UP

to about thirty definitions. If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the

many ways UP is used. It will take UP a lot of your time, but if you don't give UP, you

may wind UP with a hundred or more.
. When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP. When the sun comes out we say it

is clearing UP. When it rains, it wets the earth and often messes things UP. When it
doesn't rain for awhile, things dry UP. One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP, for
now my time is UP so...

e It is time to shut UP!

English

Dearest creature in creation,
Study English pronunciation.
I will teach you in my verse

Sounds like corpse, corps, horse, and

worse.
I will keep you, Suzy, busy,
Make your head with heat grow dizzy.
Tear in eye, your dress will tear.

So shall Mh hear my prayer.
Just compare heart, beard, and heard,

Dies and diet, lord and word,
Sword and sward, retain and Britain.
(Mind the latter, how it's written.)
Now I surely will not plague you
With such words as plaque and ague.

------ il ------

pronunciation !

But be careful how you speak:

Say break and steak, but bleak and streak;

Cloven, oven, how and low,
Script, receipt, show, poem, and toe.

Hear me say, devoid of trickery,
Daughter, laughter, and Terpsichore,
Typhoid, measles, topsails, aisles,

Exiles, similes, and reviles;
Scholar, vicar, and cigar,
Solar, mica, war and far;
One, anemone, Balmoral,
Kitchen, lichen, laundry, laurel;
Gertrude, German, wind and mind,
Scene, Melpomene, mankind.
Billet does not rhyme with ballet,
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The relevance of the context in translation

Time flies likewind

1. fug: noun; !b: verb; like: conj. >> Timpul zboar[ calprecum vdntul.

2. !!q: verb; flies : noun; !!!g : conj. >> Cronometreazd mus-tele precum

(cronometrezi) vAntul.

3. j!ry: adj.; flies : noun; ll\g: verb >> Mustelor timpului (dac[ asa ceva exist[!) le

place v6ntul.

------ il ------

Here is a sample of a real situation. For the users of English it shout read as a caveat and

a warning as it may create hilarious yet most unpleasant cases of WORDS CONFUSED,

ABUSED AND MISUSED.

Chinese Hotel Hospitality Example of a welcome letter/advertisment, in a Chinese hotel:

GETTING THERB

Our representative will make you wait at the airport.

The hotel bus runs along the lake and you will feel pleasure in passinq water'

You will know the hotel is near, because you will go round the bend. As you come into the

hotel, our beautiful manager will offer welcome drinks and then have intercourse with all new

guests.

THE HOTEL

This is a family hotel. so adultery and children are welcome.

Nurses are available in the evenings to put down vour children'

Guests are invited to mate in the bar and expose themselves to others.

It is good to have intercourse with others and become fast friends.

But, please note that ladies are not allowed to have their babies in the bar.

With our help, thev can be delivered in the baby center.

We organize social games so, no suest is ever left alone to play with himself.

YOURROOM

Every room has excellent facilities for your private parts.

In winter, everv room is on heat.

Each room has a balcony offering views of outstanding obscenit)'.

All your needs are from room seruice. Please feel free to ring for the chambermaid and take

advantage ofher.
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. Is it true that, of all creatures, a horse is the only one that always goes to bed with his/its

shoes on?! (the bony lower extremity of a horse leg; human article of dress).

o Do you think that rulers are those objects that have things in common with kings or

emperors?! (measurment instrument; the act of ruling/governing).

. Why do saws or combs have teeth but no mouths?!

. Is it true that you can never believe a person in bed, just because he/she is lying?

o Are nightmares horses that keep late hours?! (mare; night).

. Could the wheels of a car be the laziest parts, because they are always tyred ... and are

all tyres retired when they get old?! (tired; tyre)

o Do we keep a ruler on a book, while reading, just because we want to get the story

straight?!

. If you want to have a "dry look" do you put your head in the dryer?!

o No one can jump higher than a house, just because a house cannot jump !

o Scientists always look for things twice, just because they research everything!

(re se arch; re- s e arch/ surch many time s)

o Is it true that all books must always have the same colour only when they are read?l (to

read; red)

o For ants/aunts, the best place to go for a meal is, undoubtedly, a restaurant!

e Are accountants ants/aunts that can count ... and is an ignorant a stupid antlaunt ...or a

fore i gn antl aunt, important? !

o Is there any resemblance between an engaged girl and a telephone, just because they

both have rings?

o Is the shortest month of the year May,becalse it has only three letters...or can a gladiola

be the happiest flower of all ... or_Frjdqythe hottest day of the week?! @lad; hoppy;

.fry).
o If an icicle falls on a man's head it surely knocks him cold!

. If you want a month off do you tear the calendar? !

o Is a cuckoo clock a crazy one?t. (to go cuckoo).

o It's very likely for a bucket not to be well when it is a little paler. (pale; paiD.

. If you help an old lemon cross the street is it a lemonadslt (lemon; to ade/help).

o Do we make a cigarette lighter by taking out the tobacco? ! (lighter; gr.comp. of light).

o Is Columbus the kind of bus that discovered America?!

o Is Mimi the perfect name for a selfish woman?|. (me).

o Is the starfish the most famous of all?!

o Is it true that your breath is the hardest to catch, the faster you run? !

o Is a poor friend always better that a rich one, just because a friend in need is a friend

indeed?!

o Can you tell the difference between two trees if you listen to their barks?r. (bark; to

bark).

e Do people hate to go to dentists because they are boring?! (boring; to bore).

o Is it safe to sit on a safety pin?!

o Does a clock/watch get nervous when it is wound up?!

o If you are a chess fun, keep away from squirrels, because they eat chestnuts! (chess nut).
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abstracts ['rebstrrekts] (s.) : pl. absttact (vezi

abstract)
abstracts [eb'strrekts] (v.): pers. III'sg. prez.

to abstract (vezi abstract)

abstruse [reb'struls] (adj.): confuz, abscons,

abstrus

obtuse [eb'tju:s] (adj.): obtuz, care pricepe
greu; m[rginit, redus

abuse [e'bju:s] (s.): abuz, exces; ultragiu;
maltratare; insultd, invectivd, vorb[ de ocar[,
batj ocur[; tratament imProPriu

abuse [e'bju:z] (v.): a abuza, a face abuz de,

a folosi in mod abrtziv; a batjocori; a ultragia;
amaltrata a profera injurii la adresa cuiva; a

aplica un tratament imProPriu

abuses [e'bju:siz] (s.) : pl. abuse (vezi abuse) abuses le'bjutziz) (v.) : pers. III sg. prez. to

abuse (vezi abuse)

accede [ek'sild] (v.) : a consimfi, a accepta:. a

ajunge lala oatpa o pozilie
exceed [rk'sild] (v.) : a dep6qi, a intrece;

axseed ['rek'si:d] (s.); (bot.) : mdzdriche

accent ['reks(e)nt] (s.): accent, subliniere,

scoatere in evidenli
accent [rek'sent] (v.) : a accentua, a sublinia,

a scoate in eviden!6

accent)

accents [rek'sents] (v.) : pers. III sg. ptez' to

accent (vezi accent)

accept [ek'sept] (v.) : a accepta, a admite, a fi
de acord; a lua asupra sa;

a recunoaqte, a primi, a-qi asuma rdspunderea
pentru

except [lk'sept] (v.) : a excepta;
(loc. prep.) : cu excepfia

accepter [ek'septe:] (s.) : persoan[ care

accept[ ceva

acceptor [ek'septe:] (s.); (chim.; el.):
acceptor, element/substanfd care se poate

combina cu o alta sau cu o Particuli;
(teh.): circuit care combinl inductan![ 9i

capacitan[dintr-o anumit[ serie, astfel incdt s[
fie in rezonan![ cu o anumit[ frecven![;
(fin.) : persoan[ care accepte o ,qq!&-

acceptor > vezi > accePter

access ['rekses] (s.) : acces, intrare;
permisiune

access ['rekses] (v.) : a accesa, a avea acces la;

axis ['aeksis] (s.): ax; axd;
(teh.): osie

excess [ik'ses] (s.) : exces; abtz; surplus,

prisos;

assess [e'ses] (v.) : a aprecia, a evalua, a

estima;

outburst ['aut,bs:(r)st] (s.) : acces, izbucnire,

iesire emotional[

accesses ['reksesiz] (s.) : pl. access (vezi

access)

accesses ['reksesiz] (v.) : pers. III sg. ptez. to
access (vezi access);

assesses [e'sesiz] (v.) : pers. III sg. prez' to
assess (v e z i access/assess) ;

excesses [ik'sesiz] (s.) : pl. excess (vezi

access/ excess)
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